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JEEF ALV

I'rm & 30 Artist/Amimator who has begun taking black and white photographs in an attempt to get back 1o the basics of light
and shadow, Many of my chents demand high-mgact, colorful graphics, which have their place 10 be sure. But it can often
become overwhelmng, and the act of doing black and white photography clears my mind a Iittle.

My photos tend to be graphic in nature, and | try to look for strong leading hnes. Some have descnbed my photas as o,
which | suppose comes from doing so much 30 work. | do allow myself to alter the images in Photoshap, using dodgng and
burming. I've found this to be such a great technique for isolating subjects or banging out EMOTIONS. | didn't dodge and burn at
first, but now | do it on every IMage.

| had my fill of darkroom work when | was working at JFL/Palomar Observatory We would venture up 10 Palomar each
month for six nights and take pictures of the sky using the 18" Schmudt camera. WE used hypered 4415 film and usually
processed about 100 films per night. We took pairs of films of different areas of the sky with a 40-minute separation. We
would then take a pair of films and look at them under 3 stereomscrostope, trying to detect near-garth astergids and comets
It was fun work. but atso hard work, and | leamed to really hate darkrooms in the process

For the most part, my actual shooting techmgue i point and chick. The act of phatography for me has come out of my love for
hikang through the deserts on very hot days. | drive out to locauons in my Jeep, and then usually hike in the rest of the way
I'm niot one to wait in one spot for very long, I'm much happier taking pectures wile 'm on the move. Since I've started dong
photagraphy, I'm seeing the dessrt in a new way, and this in turn gives me new ideas about photography.

'm ustalty more interested in finding new areas to photograph, rather than taking pictures in more poputar areas. | thank this
state of mind dates back to the Palomar days, searching for comets—the thrill of the hunt. Butin this case I'm hunting for
new areas, new meanings, new questions. | fieel very satisfied when | find a subject, because | know that | had to work for i
| was searching for semething, and | found something. Three hours from home, m the middie of nowhere, | found something
It always remands me how much mare there is to see, and how little I've seen
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